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From Pastor . . . . 

DEBT FREE—DEBT AFRAID 
 

“But  the  seed  on  good  soil  stands  for  those  with  a  noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering  produce  a  crop.” 
                                                                                                       (Luke 8:15) 
 
I made homemade pizza this week. It is not as hard as it sounds. All you need are the 
ingredients, an oven, and a recipe. Simply follow the recipe and before you know it, you 
have delicious homemade pizza. 
 
Wouldn’t  it  be  great  to  have  a  recipe  when  it  comes  to  our  spiritual lives? There is one 
and it is so simple. We find it in the Parable of the Sower in Luke chapter 8. This parable 
describes how the Word of God is received by four different groups of people. Needless to 
say, three groups did not receive the Word of God and it did them no good. But there is one 
group who does benefit. And how? Follow the recipe in verse 15 quoted above: hear; retain; 
produce a crop.  
 
God’s  Word  does  us  no  good  unless  we  hear  it. So when you go to church, go to hear. 
You will hear God speaking in the Scripture readings and the sermon. But you will also hear 
God in the hymns and liturgy. So go to church to hear. Well, duh. That is obvious. But is it 
that obvious? I  remember  as  a  kid  sitting  in  church  “to  hear.”  I  noticed  a  piece of old gum 
stuck to the bottom of a pew. I wondered how long it had been there, whose it is, and why 
anyone stick perfectly good gum on the bottom of the pew. Before I answered all my 
questions, the pastor said, “Amen.”  I  missed  the  sermon.  So  much  for  hearing.  Hearing  is  an 
activity, and like any other activity it takes a little effort. When distractions come, sweep 
them out. Mind occupied? You hang your coat up in the narthex before entering church. 
Hang up those thoughts there, too. 
 
The second part of the recipe is  “retain.” I made a very large pizza so we could have 
leftovers. Don’t  just  gorge  on  God’s  Word  on  Sunday  morning.  Retain it. Take it home as 
leftovers. Meditate on the sermon or a reading or a part of a reading. Kick it around in your 
heart. Take the bulletin home and read all three readings each day. I guarantee you 
something else will jump out at you. 
 
The third part of the recipe is  the  “crop.” Let the Word produce a crop in you and outside 
of you. In other words, do what it says and not just hear it. And what is that crop? Oh, every 
page of the Bible has examples whether it is joy, peace, patience, confidence. Of course, it 
all revolves around the cross and Christ for we are talking about the fruits of faith. 
 
There’s  your  recipe: hear, retain, and produce a crop. Enjoy. 
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH LUTHER (Part 13) 

 

 
Last month we talked mostly about Katherine von Bora, Luther’s  wife, and his 

children. This  month  we’ll  take  a  closer  look  at  Luther  and  his  home  life. 
As a wedding present, Luther and Katie were given the whole Augustinian 

monastery-huge place- by Elector Frederick as a wedding present.  This was a blessing 
for Luther, but with the size came room for friends, relatives, students, professors, 
peasants, noblemen, rich, poor, Germans, and non-Germans to stay.  Some only stayed 
for supper, more to listen to Luther chat. Some stayed for months such as students while 
others  stayed  for  years  such  as  Katie’s  aunt  and  four  orphaned  children  of  relatives.  This,  
of course, was in addition  to  Luther’s  own  six  children  and  servants. 
Certainly this was a busy, noisy household and one that would cost a lot of money. Katie 
was able to keep the household together by managing the household, the farm, the garden, 
the fishpond, and the cattle. She even managed Luther as far as money is concerned.  
Luther  once  confessed,  “I  don’t  worry  about  debts,  because  when  Katie  pays  one  another  
comes.” 

Another somewhat humorous incident took place when Luther was invited to a 
wedding. He was unable to attend, but wrote a letter of congratulations and promised to 
send a vase.  When Katie heard of this she hid her precious vase. Luther had to add a P.S. 
to  his  letter:  “I’m  sorry  about  the  vase,  but  I  can’t  send  it  to  you.    Katie  hid  it.” 

We would be amiss if we didn’t  talk  about  Luther as a father.  He was a strict, but 
loving father. Their second child, Elizabeth, was taken to heaven before her first birthday. 
Fourteen  years  later,  another  daughter,  Magdalena,  was  at  death’s  door.  Luther,  with  his  
voice quivering,  asked  his  daughter,  “Magdalena,  would  you  stay  here  with  your  father,  
or  would  you  willingly  go  to  your  Father  in  heaven?” 

Her  answer,  “Dear  Father,  I’ll  do  whatever  God  wills.” Shortly after this, she 
went to heaven. Even though her parents knew where she was, they still mourned her 
passing. 

However there were also many happy times in the Luther household. Luther 
would play and pray with this children.  He listened to them laugh – and cry. He even 
would take them into his arms until the last whimper had come and gone.  It was a warm 
and loving family. 
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 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

Outreach Opportunity: We have been having many 
exciting conversations with new families since open 
house about our school.  It is a result of people like you 
talking about our school!  It is called  WOMP!(Word Of 
Mouth Publicity) All summer long you can share our 
school and with those you talk to.  We like to think 
everyday is an open house at our school so tell others to 
contact us anytime with questions! 
 
 Be a Saint Program Updates: The school office is 
accepting scholarship donations for the next school year.  
If there is a congregation member who would like to 
anonymously  sponsor  a  student’s  tuition for the next 
school year 2018 – 2019 speak with Mr. Kaesermann. 
  
School Fellowship May 20th:  After the church service 
on May 20th, everyone is invited to join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the basement of church.  
We will celebrate our graduating class and the school 
year. 
 
NEW CAR DECALS:    New  St.  Paul’s  car  decals  will  
be available to all who would like them.  They feature St. 
Paul’s  Lutheran  on  them.    They  are  free  for  all.    They  are  
easy to attach and remove from any vehicle window.  
Talk to a staff member or Kelsey Koepp to get yours.  
 
Website and Facebook: Keep up-to-date with all school 
events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like us 
on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 
 
Upcoming Events:           
 May                                
6  8th grade Confirmation                                     
7  Sleepy Eye Track Meet  3-8th grade  9:00-1:30                              
8  MN Dairy Queens visit 10:00                                            
10  Redwood Falls Track Meet   4-8th grade  9:00-2:00                             
15  Mr.  Kaesermann’s  annual  fishing  trip  to  power  plant  
in Faribault.      
18  PreK graduation program at School 2:30 @ gym               
20 Graduation Recognition- School Fellowship @ 
church after                   
23 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (closing service, awards, 
picnic) 
 
June  
1-2  ALL SPORTS TEAM LOCK-IN 6:00 PM– 7:00                         
11-14  Vacation Bible School                                                                           
15   Boys Bathroom remodel begins 
 

MAY, 2018 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 
items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use 
the collection container in the back of church.  
Aluminum cans to the trailer in alley by school.    
Thanks for saving these simple things.                                                                     
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                                                                     
2. Our Family UPC labels               
3. Box Tops for Education                  
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Country Hearth UPCs                                                                                               
6. MILK MOOLA– from Kwik Trip                    
7.Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points (You can 
designate your Food Club receipts to go to St. 
Paul’s  School simply by visiting the service desk at 
Coborn’s. 
 
CES Silent Auction Thanks: Thank you to 
everyone who helped, donated, and bid on our CES 
silent auction items.  We raised over $1700 for our 
projects around school and $170 went towards our 
Tuition Endowment fund. THANK YOU 
  
Extended Math and Reading Program:  Throughout 
the month of June our school will offer Math and 
Reading tutoring for students who request it.  This is 
made possible by the state Title I money we receive for 
each pupil.  Mrs. Ziegler will run this program and also 
incorporate a book club for students.  
Thrivent Action Grants: School is undergoing 
bathroom renovations beginning in June.  If you are a 
Thrivent member YOU CAN use your member benefits 
for a $250 grant to school for Action Teams.  We used  
multiple grants last summer for the girls bathroom and 
your Action grants renew each year.  If you would like 
to use grant money speak with any faculty member or 
Jeff Pinske and we will get a bathroom project item for 
you to sponsor ASAP.  THANK YOU 
 
 
 
  
 
  

http://www.facebook.com/stpaularlington
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FAIRVIEW ASSISTED LIVING 
Fairview Assisted Living has invited you to the following: 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR SOME FUN AND GAMES @ 
2:30 P.M.!!! 
Playing Cards/Games 
Saturday, May 12th 
Saturday , May 26th 
 
Bingo 
Sunday, May 6th 
Sunday May 20th 
Any questions give us a call 964-5156 or Sandra 515-979-
2552. 
 

FORWARD IN CHRIST – MAY 
The May issue of Forward in Christ is here.  
Again this issue is chocked full of short, 
timely well-written stories and articles.  If you 
haven’t  read  an  article  yet,  just  take  a  look.    
Here are some highlights: 
 
•    “Jesus’  Victory  Is  a  Given” (p.7) This 
devotion reminds us of dangers to our faith, but 
also reminds how we can help one another 
through those dangers. 
 
•    “We  Are  Light:  Our  Reason  for  Being” 
(pp.10-11)   Why are you, a believer in Jesus, 
given the command to witness? This article 
explains the answer! 
 
•    “Our  Treasure:  The  Gospel” (PP.12-13) 
Tells a real story about a real preacher in the 
former Easter German sector and the power of 
the Gospel. 
 
•    “By  Faith,  Not  by  Sight”  (pp.30-31) This 
article was written by Megan Redfield, wife of 
Pastor Timothy Redfield from Trinity, Belle 
Plaine. It tells about their journey with their 
adopted daughter who is visually impaired. 
There is also a related story (p.21) how the 
Redfields work with the Mission for the 
Visually Impaired. 
 
•  “heart  to  heart  parent  conversations” 
(pp.16-17) The panel answers the question for 
parents,  “What  do  new  moms  truly  need  to  
know?” 
 
•  “Reaching  Native  Christians” (pp.28-29) 
This article focuses on the challenges of 
bringing the gospel to those on the Apache 
reservation. 

(Continued in next column) 
 

 

 
• “Optimist  or  Pessimist?” (p.32) Which 
one are you? This editorial may help you 
answer the question. 
 
•  “Awake  and  Alive  Supports  Young  
Adults” (p.22) It describes a newer 
ministry for the 18-25-year-olds. 
 
•“Salt  of  the  Earth”  (p.26-27) As we see 
so much evil in this world, we are 
reminded how we can overcome evil with 
good. Great article! 
 
•  “His  Address  is  Heaven”( Back page) 
A must read for everyone but especially 
for  Grandma’s  and  Grandpa’s. 
 
I know what you are thinking, there are 
lots of highlights. There are AND a lot 
more packed in just 36 pages. Pick up 
your copy of Forward in Christ.  I dare 
you to read JUST one article! 
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MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES –APRIL23, 2018 
 
    Mission Society was called to order on April 23rd at 7 pm by President Barb Bening.  Devotion was 
led by Pastor Rauh on 1 Peter1:4. Hostess hymn, "The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want" was sung.  
Short break for refreshments was taken.  Resumed with roll call of members.  The secretary's report 
was read with one correction, approved and accepted.  Treasurer's report was read, approved and 
accepted.  Bills were presented next with a motion to pay and accepted. Correspondence was read and 
then the Sunshine Lady's report was read.  
 
      Old Business: Ruth group reported on Burdorf funeral served, Martha group reported on Scheer 
funeral served.  The LWMS Rally update was given by Pat Grabitske.  Flower pots around the 
outside of church will be under taken by Mary Piotter. She will also have a watering schedule put 
together.  Fellowship Sunday back on April 15th had left over juice. This will be donated to church to 
be used on Examination Sunday fellowship.   Quilt presentation will be on June 3rd with the officers 
handing out the quilts.  Cleaning the church kitchen is set to be done all this week by our group. 
 
     New Business: May meeting will be moved ahead of time due to Memorial Day. New date is May 
21st at 7pm. 
 
     Will have a group look into getting information for possible new tables in church basement.  
 
Meeting adjourned  
 
May Hostess: Arlys Sickmann 
 
May Communion Set up: Joan Pinske & Lois Grunst 
 
June Communion Set up: Pat Grabitske & Mary Piotter 
 
July Communion Set up: Lorraine Neubarth & Mary Ann Buck 
 
August Communion Set up: Lee Wendland & Ramona Bade 
 
Adjourn with the Lord's Prayer.                                                            
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lee Wendland 
 
Secretary         
  



6 

 

 
       
  
 
 
 
  

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sunday Morning Family Bible Study 
During the month of May pastor will continue 
the study of the Old Testament prophet Joel.  
Join us at 9:00am on Sunday mornings.  Coffee 
and  hot  chocolate  are  served  along  with  God’s  
Word. 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 
Our Bible Study is on Wednesday afternoons at 
2:00pm in the basement. We are looking at 
parables and their relationships to the kingdom 
of God.  The schedule for May is as follows: 
May 2 – The Kingdom of God: Life in the   
               Upside-Down Kingdom 
May 9 – The Kingdom of God: Working Hard 
               in the Kingdom of Grace 
May 16 – Surprising Advice From an All- 
                 Knowing God 
May 23 – Word Pictures: Death, Birth, and Life 
May 30 – No Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 

CONFIRMANDS -2018 
 
Five of our young people have successfully 
completed two years of special classes in 
preparation to become confirmed members of 
our congregation.  They will be confirmed on 
Sunday, May 6 at 10:00am. The five young 
men are as follows: 

Connor Jacob Johnson 
Son of Gene & Jodie Johnson 

 
Nicholas Benjamin Kistner 

Son of Cory & Jennifer Kistner 
 

Dominick Jayde Olson 
Son of Marion Standing 

 
Kadin Joshua Seeman 

Son of Doug & Connie Seeman 
 

Nathaniel Dalton Ziegler 
Son of Steve & Becky Ziegler 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group had an enjoyable evening at 
the movie theater on Sunday, April 22.  Our 
group of nineteen people including our 
youth and their parents and grandparents 
saw the movie God's Not Dead 3.  
Everyone had a good time with their peers 
and families and really liked the movie 
which taught us all to not be afraid to stand 
up for God, to be forgiving, and to share the 
love of God with others.  We have had a 
great year with a great bunch of kids!  Our 
next meeting will be in September. 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

Senior Ministry will be meeting on 
Monday, May 14, at 1:30pm in the 
church basement.  We begin with a short 
Bible class and then move on to games, 
talking, snacks, and just having fun. If 
you  haven’t  tried  this  before,  come and 
see what it is all about.  We would be 
happy to have you! 
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COLLEGE STUDENT FUND 
COMMITTEE 

The Student Fund Committee has awarded 
William  Rauh  $1000  for  next  school  year’s  
first semester at Martin Luther College.  
William is studying to be a full time 
Lutheran elementary teacher in one of our 
WELS schools.  This money was given in 
connection with  the  college’s  
Congregational Partner Grant Program.  
The college will match this money for his 
second semester next year.  Thank you to 
all who have given to the College Student 
Fund and you are encouraged to continue to 
remember this fund in the future.  This is 
important for the training of future servants 
of the gospel. 
The church  has  received  a  “Thank  You” 
letter from Martin Luther College.  In part it 
said – “Your  gift  tells  them  (William)  that  
you support his journey to the public 
ministry of the gospel, that you’re  excited 
to see him apply his energy and talents to 
service in the church. 
Your gift is also an encouragement to us at 
Martin Luther College.    You’re  
demonstrating  that  you’re  partners with us 
in the Great Commission, working and 
talking together to prepare men and women 
for  the  gospel  ministry….” 
This was signed by Mark Bauer, Director of 

Financial Aid, and Rev. Mark Zarling, 
President of MLC.  

 
 

CONTINUE IN MY WORD 
This is the theme of our Minnesota 
District Centennial.  Yes, our MN District 
is celebrating 100 hundred years as a 
district of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod whose birthdate is June 
13, 1918. The Minnesota District is one of 
twelve districts of WELS.  It was 
originally a separate Lutheran church 
body  forged  on  the  prairies  of  America’s  
western frontier in 1860. 
The history of our district and some of the 
unique ministries we have in our district 
are highlighted in a paperback book with 
the same title as the theme above.  If you 
would like to read it, there is a copy of this 
book in the church library.  If you would 
like your own copy, there are some for 
purchase in the church office for a price of 
$3.  Please ask Ella for it. 
 
 
 Mission Mites: 
Did you know  - 
    -of the approximately 200 countries in 
the world, WELS has missions in 50 
countries? 
    - 44 WELS missionaries are serving 
those 50 missions 
    - there are currently 14 prospective 
locations for new missions 
    - the Apache mission in Arizona was 
the first WELS foreign mission.  This 
year that mission is celebrating its 125th 
anniversary 
    - of the approximately 7.5 billion 
people in the world, less than 10% are 
Christian. 
The Lord has lots of work for us to do! 
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God’s  Encouraging  Word  … 
                                                   when I feel hopeless 
 
 I was staring up through the water at my dad, my uncle, and their friend.  I could hear them talking and 
laughing.  I can remember flailing my arms and legs.  I tried to scream but water rushed into my lungs.  I sank 
further and further down.  I was drowning and I felt utterly hopeless.   
 
Then a large hand grabbed me by the back of my swimsuit and pulled me from the water.  As my head broke 
the surface of the water, I gasped for air.  My dad wrapped his arms around me and told me everything would be 
alright.   
 
To  this  day  I  remember  the  name  of  my  dad’s  friend  who  pulled  me  from  the  water.    Although  I  haven’t  seen  
him in over 30 years, I am forever grateful that he saved my life. 
 
Undoubtedly,  at  times  you  have  felt  like  you  are  drowning  in  life’s  problems  and  it  can  feel  utterly  hopeless.    
Hopeless that your marriage will not survive its present struggles.  Hopeless over your debt, your  grandkids’  
struggles, your sinful habits.  Hopeless that you will ever find happiness.  Hopeless that there is no way God 
could forgive you for your past sins or hopeless because you know death is coming.  When you feel hopeless, 
you feel like you are drowning and that no one, not even God, hears your cries for help, for mercy and relief.   
 
So  where  is  lasting  hope  found  in  a  hopeless  world?    In  God’s  Word!    There  Jesus  grabs  you  by  the  hand  and  
pulls you from the depths of despair.  There he breathes into you what your sin-sick soul is gasping for—the 
forgiveness of sins.  There Jesus wraps his nail-marked hands around you and reminds you that he has claimed 
you as his own and that nothing, not even death itself, can separate him from you.  Why?  Because he lives!  
And because he lives you have the sure and certain hope that you will live forever in heaven.  True hope, 
happiness, peace, and life are found in Jesus! 
 
By  God’s  grace  to  this  day  I  remember  the  name  of  the  one  who  saved  me—Jesus.  Although I have never seen 
him, I am forever grateful that he has saved my life and given me the sure and certain hope of an eternity in 
heaven, just like he has for you!   
 
Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God 
my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. – Psalm 25:4-5 


